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Task force vet carries
Olympic torch in D.C.

WASHINGTON — On the
evening of June 20, former Task
Force Eagle soldier Spc. Marty
Begosh crutched his way to the
White House gates, Olympic
torch proudly flickering  over his
head.

Begosh, the first U.S. soldier injured in the
former Yugoslavia during Operation JOINT
ENDEAVOR, was one of 2,500 people across
the country selected by Coca Cola for its
“Share the Spirit” program. The effort honors
those who have given greatly to their commu-
nities and country.

“It was unreal,” Begosh said of his experi-
ence. “I was standing on the road waiting to
light the torch, and people were cheering,

waving flags and
taking picture af-
ter picture.”

Once he
reached forward
to light the torch,
cheers grew load-
er as a chorus of

U-S-A! ... U-S-A! shadowed him down the road.
The chanting continued as he lit the flame of
the runner entering the White House grounds.

“After I passed the flame I was swamped
for autographs,” Begosh said.

Most of the people did not who he was, or
why he was selected.

He told them how he had injured his leg,
but emphasized, “I was representing every
military member who has ever been injured,
or died, for their country.”

More than 10,000 will carry the flame

seeTorch, page 12

Army Sgt. Maj. visits with
Task Force Eagle troops
By Sgt. 1st Class
BETTINA E. TILSON
29th MPAD
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Army Sgt. Maj. Gene C. McKinney promotes Pvt. Alexis Casby to private first
class with Casby’s platoon leader, 1st Lt. Annah M. Castellini, Company C,
440th Signal Battalion, during the visit of the Army’s top NCO to Hill 722.

Master Sgt. Rich Glynn
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Prepare newcomers for challenges ahead

Command Sgt.
Maj. Jack L. Tilley

1st Armored
Division
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My thanks to patriotic artists who entertain soldiers

Sgt. 1st Class
Bettina E. Tilson

29th MPAD
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Talon available on Internet
The Talon is now available to any-

one with a computer and Internet
access.

Task Force Eagle’s official news-
paper is on BosniaLINK, the Depart-
ment of Defense’s World Wide Web
site on the Internet.

The site allows people around the
world to access news and informa-
tion on Operation JOINT ENDEAVOR.

BosniaLINK’s Internet address is
http://www.dtic.dla.mil/bosnia/talon.

In addition to the latest edition of
The Talon, back issues can also be
downloaded.

BosniaLINK can also be access-
ed through DoD’s DefenseLINK (http:/
/www.dtic.dla.mil/defense) and the
Department of the Army’s home page
(http://www.army.mil).

Postal regulations update
The Postal Operations Director-

ate reminds soldiers that an 11-
ounce weight restriction applies to
all personal correspondence sent
via free mail back to the continental
United States.

Personal correspondence can in-
clude letters, videotapes, CDs, audio
cassettes and undeveloped film.

Soldiers must write the word
“Free” in the upper right-hand cor-
ner for mail sent to CONUS.

Mail that is not personal in nature
requires postage. Additionally, mer-
chandise such as souvenir T-shirts
— though they may weigh less than
11 ounces — must have postage.

Mail sent to APO addresses in
Europe is also free. Soldiers must
write “MPS” in the upper right-hand
corner of such letters.

However, mail sent to APO ad-
dresses in the Pacific theater re-
quires postage.

As of July 1, base camp post of-
fices now accept personal checks
for postage only.

For more information, soldiers may
call Staff Sgt. Patricia Johnston, 90th
Postal Company, at MSE 551-9051.

Weekly weather forecast
HIGH/LOW    CHANCE RAIN

Today   75+/55             Low
Sat   65/50s             Low
Sun   65/55             High
Mon   65+/55             Low
Tue   70s/50s           Low
Wed   75/55             Moderate
Thur   65/55             High

Prepared July 2 by  the 617th Weather Squadron

Outgoing Nord-Pol Brigade commander Danish Brig. Gen. Finn Saermark-
Thomsen bids farewell to his troops at Nord-Pol Brigade Headquarters
near Doboj. He is returning to Denmark to take command  of the Danish
Reaction Brigade. Saermark-Thomsen was succeeded by Swedish Brig.
Gen. Jan Bergstrom.

Detention cards distributed

By Spc. CESAR G. SORIANO
29th MPAD
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Cavalry unit guards strategic bridge
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By Sgt. KELLY C. FISCHER
358th MPAD

‘‘The important thing is to
make sure that nobody
interferes with the bridge.’’

— 1st Lt. Tyler R. Thomas

Soldiers with 3rd Battalion, 5th Cavalry, in an M3 Bradley Fighting Vehicle, control the Brcko Bridge.
Sgt. Kelly C. Fischer
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EOD troops drop from skies for medevac training
By Sgt. KELLY C. FISCHER
358th MPAD
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By Spc. GEORGE ROACHE
29th MPAD
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Flight medic Sgt. Kenneth E. Whited (right) helps
Spc. Craig K. Ward into a rescue hoist.
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Sgt. Kelly C. Fischer

Pfc. Alicia Ramsey and Sgt. Patrick Frost install a ballistic
blanket in a HMMWV at the Comanche Base motor park.

Spc. George Roache
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Clockwise from right: The
nightly Battle Update
Briefing from the “Battle-
star”; with a portrait of his
children close by, 18th Mil-
itary Police Brigade Liai-
son Capt. John Bogdan
takes notes on his laptop
computer during the BUB;
Task Force Eagle Com-
mander Maj. Gen. Will-
iam L. Nash poses a ques-
tion during the BUB; Spc.
Richard J. Morgan, a ra-
dio/telephone operator
with 1st Armored Division
G-3 operations, has his
hands and ears full while
on duty in the Battlestar;
a blueprint shows the Bat-
tlestar seating chart.
Photos by Sgt. Rick Roth.
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A view from the command bridge
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29th MPAD
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MARS provides morale calls
By Spc. WENDY M. FIRESTONE
203rd MPAD

Sgt. Phillip Padgett sends a message via  Military Affiliated Radio System.
Spc. Wendy M. Firestone

Flies threaten
troops’ health
and morale

House flies and filth flies have
affected mankind for thou-
sands of years. They are

found everywhere.
When they are so abundant, sol-

diers’ morale and operational capa-
bilities can be degraded by their irri-
tating behavior.

More importantly, flies can be a
menace to health because they car-
ry diseases including typhoid fever,
dysentery, cholera, diarrhea, tracho-
ma, conjunctivitis and salmonellosis,
to name a few.

Fly management is crucial in con-
trolling fly annoyance and in disease
prevention.

Flies pick up disease-causing
organisms from garbage, sewage
and other filth, and transfer them
from their body parts to human food.

House flies and filth flies have a
high rate of reproduction. They can
complete a life cycle from an egg to
the adult stage in about a week. Dur-
ing the summer months, two or more
generations may be completed in a
month.

Fly numbers can be reduced dur-
ing the dry hot summer season with
the combination of good sanitation
practices, fly swatters, screens and
application of fly poison bait and
sticky fly traps.

Remove food sources and breed-
ing sites for flies. Garbage should be
placed in trash cans with close-fit-
ting lids. Trash cans should be kept
on racks and washed thoroughly af-
ter each collection.

Sticky fly traps should be placed
near doorways, trash cans or dump-
sters but never over food prepara-
tion or serving areas.

Fly bait, 1 percent Methomyl,
should be used outdoors only. The
bait should be scattered over spec-
ified fly feeding areas daily or as
needed according to label direc-
tions.

Soldiers who are members of the
Field Sanitation Teams can also help
in the management of flies by apply-
ing approved pesticides such as
Dursban or d-Phenothrin 2 percent
Aerosol with a hand-held sprayer to
manage house and filth flies.

By Capt. MUSTAPHA DEBBOUN
255th Medical Detachment (Pre-
ventive Medicine)
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Engineer crew surveys Eagle Base artery
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By Capt. RHONDA M. REASONER
203rd MPAD
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Clockwise from top: Sgt. Scott W. Cole, technical engineer
supervisor, surveys a bridge along Route Ostrich; Sgt. Jeffery
A. Rhoades, the surveyor NCOIC with the 362nd Engineer
Company, takes measurements with a geodimeter; Spc. Melissa
A. Dennis, a technical engineer specialist, holds a prism pole
during surveying. Photos by Capt. Rhonda M. Reasoner.
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By Spc. GEORGE
ROACHE
29th MPAD
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For combat engineers, the mission can be a real blast
By Sgt. KELLY C. FISCHER
358th MPAD
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Sgt. Robert H. Davis (left) and Staff Sgt. Charles Johnson clap
their hands during a recent choir practice at Comanche Base.

Spc. George Roache

Pfc. Charles D. Allan (left) and Sgt. John S.
Carro wrap detonation cord around C-4.

Sgt. Kelly C. Fischer
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By Sgt. 1st Class JACK LEE
203rd MPAD

Artist gives her time to redrawing Steel Castle

One of the many signs painted by Spc.
Theresa Unger of 94th Engineer
Battalion graces Steel Castle.

Sgt. 1st Class Jack Lee
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Test pilot keeps helicopters airborne
By Sgt. RICK ROTH
29th MPAD

CWO Andrea Hurford suits up for another flight mission.
Sgt.Rick Roth
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Torch
from page 1
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Arijana
Sabanovic

Tuzla

Tuzla residents muse over U.S. soldiers

Elements of  the 2nd
Battalion, 67th Armor,
the 4th Battalion, 67th

Armor, the 2nd Battalion, 68th
Armor,  the 3rd Battalion,
12th  Infantry and the 1st Bat-
talion, 26th Infantry will soon
rotate to their home stations
in Germany as part of an ef-
fort to reshape the force in
Task Force Eagle.

With the addition of  Mili-
tary Police deploying from the
United States, the task force
will become a lighter, more
mobi le  force  wi th  an  in -
creased abi l i ty to ensure
compliance with the Peace
Agreement and to support
civilian implementation ef-
forts and security and patrol-
ling activities.

The new force mix wil l
provide more flexibility for

Force to be adjusted
upcoming tasks which in-
clude aiding in preparation
for the elections to be held
in September.

The uni ts  rotat ing in
were selected to tailor the
force to the mission. They
are a lighter, more mobile
force.

This rotation does not
signal the beginning of the
redeployment. It is an ad-
justment which provides a
force with the right tools for
the job.

The Task Force Eagle
armor elements rotating to
home station have complet-
ed their mission.

The Military Police units
are scheduled to arrive lat-
er this month.

All of the force move-
ments associated with this
action are expected to be
completed by the end of
September.
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